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deavoured to avoid. But, however one may handle
so delicate a writer for purposes of exposition, some
considerable loss of the finer flavour of his work is un-
avoidable. As we draw together from diverse quarters
the compact order of his thought, the spell of his elo-
quence is broken, the all-pervasive charm of his rich
free utterance is dissipated. To some it may seem that
the establishment of a sound logical reputation is no
adequate compensation for such a loss. My answer is
that every reader who would appraise his work aright,
in all its breadth and fulness, must in some fashion do
for himself this work of formal analysis and synthesis,
mus*t seek a wholeness and a harmony in Mr. Ruskin's
art of life. This central fire 01 inspiration which gives
vitality to all his works this art of life, issuing as it does
from his supreme sense of spiritual brotherhood, is
identical with the passion of social reform, which is
the aspect of his work that here engages us. Some
account of the outward circumstances of his life, and
of the more distinctively artistic and literary interests
which absorbed much of his time and attention, is here
given. But neither biography nor art-philosophy is
treated for its own intrinsic interest, but only in so far
as it helps to explain, historically or logically, the order
and nature of nis social teaching. My design is to
render some assistance to those who are disposed to
admit the validity of the claim which Mr. Ruskin has
made to be first and above all else a Political Economist,
and who are willing to give careful consideration alike
to the strictures he has passed upon current economic
theory and practice, and to the schemes of social and
industrial reconstruction which he has advocated with
zeal and persistency for over thirty years.